Urban Community Forestry Pathways to the

Future: Empowering the Next Generation of
Environmental Leaders

The Urban Community Forestry Pathways to
the Future Program, powered by the East
Arkansas Regional Youth Employment
Initiative, is making an incredible impact
across Phillips, Lee, Monroe, and St. Francis
counties this summer. Spearheaded by Mr.
Cedric Williams of Forrest City, AR, this
transformative six-week program connects
youth with real-world work experiences
while fostering a deeper connection to their
environment and community.

Out of more than 300 applicants, only 180 youth were selected to participate—an inspiring cohort
of motivated young people, ages 16 to 18, ready to make a difference. These student have been
placed at various organizations and businesses throughout the region, gaining hands-on experience,
mentorship, and an opportunity to contribute to the revitalization of their communities.

This initiative is guided by the leadership of Mr. Jack Crumbly and Mr. Edward Joshaway of STRIVE,
whose dedication to youth development and community enhancement continues to pave the way
for future leaders in Arkansas.

One shining example of the program’s success can be found at the Boys, Girls, Adults Community
Development Center (BGACDC), which has the honor of hosting three outstanding participants: Khia
McKinney, Dramillia Holden, and Samira Scaife. Under the mentorship of Ms. Shelby, these young
leaders are working to bring the BFT Garden back to life—restoring beauty, promoting sustainability,
and learning valuable lessons in agriculture and teamwork.

Programs like this are more than just summer jobs; they are lifelines for
youth, pathways to purpose, and bridges to brighter futures. A heartfelt
thank you goes out to Mr. Cedric Williams, the team at STRIVE, and all
the individuals and organizations who continue to invest in our children
and uplift our communities. Because of you, the seeds of change are
being planted, and the future looks greener than ever.
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