HONORING A LEGACY OF SERVICE:
BEATRICE SHELBY RECEIVES PRESIDENTIAL
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Beatrice Shelby (front row,
center) surrounded by friends
and family.

On the evening of Friday, May
9, 2025, the auditorium of Eliza
Miller Junior High School in
Helena, Arkansas, was filled
with pride, celebration, and
deep gratitude. The Elizabeth
Cash Green Foundation
presented the prestigious
Presidential Lifetime Achievement Award—a national honor reserved for those who have dedicated
a lifetime to building stronger, more resilient communities. The recipient was none other than
Beatrice Shelby, a true pillar of Phillips County. Others that were honored are Dr. Mary Olson and
Ms. Phyllis Hammon.

For over four decades, Mrs. Shelby has been a force of compassion and commitment in the Marvell
and greater Phillips County community. Her work has transcended generations, as she has fought
relentlessly to ensure that every child, regardless of background, has a fair shot at success. Whether
advocating for educational equity, creating pathways to affordable housing, or empowering citizens
to participate in civic life, her mission has always been clear: uplift the community through service,
opportunity, and engagement.

Mrs. Shelby’s tireless dedication reflects the very essence of the Presidential Lifetime Achievement
Award. She didn’t simply respond to the needs of her community—she anticipated them, organized
around them, and inspired others to act alongside her. Her work has not only changed individual
lives, but also strengthened the collective fabric of the community.

In a time when grassroots leadership is more critical than ever,
Beatrice Shelby serves as a shining example of what is possible when
service is driven by love, purpose, and a vision for a better tomorrow.
We extend our deepest thanks and admiration to Mrs. Shelby—not
only for the decades she has already given, but for her continued
commitment to the Marvell community. Her legacy is one that will
endure, inspire, and uplift for years to come.

Thank you, Mrs. Shelby. Your light continues to lead the way.
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