MAKING THE HOME A CLASSROOM

Parent volunteers of the Boys, Girls, Adults Community Development Corporation’s
Parental Empower program distributed school supplies to about 200 students in the
Marvell-Elaine School District when the school year began.

Distributing the school materials safely, led this year by Latina Taylor in Marvell and
KaChasity White in Elaine, is an important part of BGACDC’s most vital purpose—
the educational and social development of children in the two communities. But that
purpose requires a lot more—of BGACDC and its volunteers certainly but also the
parents, who are essential in shaping the development of children. The school-
supply drive provides resources in the home to help parents offer a good home-
learning environment. But the notion of physical homework assistance is only a
fractional part of what is needed to elevate the achievement of kids. In the midst of a
global pandemic, more than ever the home serves as a daily classroom as much as
the actual school buildings.

BGACDC's parental-empowerment work emphasizes the
importance of every parent setting aside a time each day to
read to the children and practice math skills, setting short-
and long-term goals for the kids, speaking often with their
teachers and school officials, assessing and reassessing
the progress their children are making, and never being
afraid to change their plans for the children.
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